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Issue 39
Welcome to the 39th issue of 

The HMS Times. As always, if  

you have news to report, you 

can email us at 

TheHMSTimes@gmail.com

8th Grade 

Dance
8th Graders! Make plans to attend 

the dance on May 20th from 6-8 PM 

in the HMS Cafeteria. Tickets are 

$10 and can be purchased in Ms. 

Mainer’s room beginning on Friday, 

May 6! This year’s theme: A Night in 

Paris. The dance is only for 8th grade 

students who are current HMS 

students.

Speech Contest
This year’s speech contest winners: 

1st Place – Matthew Erskine

2nd Place – Alexi Escalante

3rd Place – Darla Smith

Honorable Mention – Jayden Williams 

Matthew Erskine will progress to the district level

competition on May 18th. He is going to represent 

HMS very well. We are very proud of him and all 

those that participated this year!

State History Fair
The state history fair was held in Tallahassee 

May 1-3. Brooklyn Bentley, Brooke Boutwell, 

Joji Budzinsky, Matthew Erskine, Austin Griffith, 

Isaiah Mainer, Kendall Myers, and Sam 

Schumann represented Hobbs Middle School, 

competing with over 750 students. 

Brooklyn Bentley and Brooke Boutwell’s 

exhibit, The Ocoee Massacre, came in 2nd 

place and will move on to the national 

competition next month. This is the 3rd 

consecutive year Hobbs has advanced to 

nationals. Congrats!

mailto:TheHMSTimes@gmail.com
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By Taylor M. and Sam S.
Testing News

Testing Schedule
6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade

Reading: May 5-6 Reading: May 2-3 Reading: May 16-17

Math: May 11-12 Math: May 9-10 Math: May 11-12

Civics: May 4 Science: May 13

Algebra I and Geometry EOC: May 9-10

Semester 

Exam 

Schedule
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Koger’s Korner
Earlier this week, Santa Rosa County sent 9 

students to Tallahassee to compete in the 

state history fair. 8 of those students were

from Hobbs Middle School. The Florida 

history fair is the largest fair in the country. 

After two years of competing virtually, 

students were able to gather at Tallahassee 

Community College to have their projects 

judged in person. Each student had to create

By Taylor M. and Sam S.

a project, a 500-word process paper, and an extensive annotated 

bibliography. Once they got to Tallahassee, they were interviewed by 

3 judges; it’s a very big deal to make it to the state contest. The 1st 

and 2nd place winners in each category advance to the national 

contest. With over 780 students competing, that is no small task. Big 

congratulations to Brooklyn Bentley and Brooke Boutwell! Their 

exhibit on the Ocoee Massacre came in 2nd place and will move on 

to the national competition in June. We are so proud of you!

8th Grade Awards
The 8th grade awards ceremony will be held 

on May 20th at 10 AM at First Baptist 

Church in Milton, Florida. After the ceremony, 

students will go to Carpenter’s Park to 

celebrate. Invitations were sent home last 

week, and permission slips will be coming 

soon.
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By Taylor M. and Sam S.

SWAT
SWAT meets May 10th and 17th. The 17th will be our end 

of the year party! We will use the 24th as a backup if  we 

need it.

Teacher Appreciation Week!
Jaguar parents, families, and students, this week is teacher and staff appreciation week 

at Hobbs! We teach, because of the calling, and because of your students. They fill our 

hearts, they give us purpose, they are the reason.

But, just because of the calling, doesn’t mean it’s easy! The days are long, the 

challenges many. Even when your students fill us all the way up, we often leave the day 

exhausted, stressed, worried, overworked.

Teaching is hard. Please take some time this week, to recognize our teachers and staff. 

The simplest gestures make all the difference.

Thank a teacher this week, treat a teacher this week, love a teacher this week, let them 

know how much they mean to you, too!

Gaming Club
Gaming Club will meet May 11th 

and May 18th.
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By Taylor M. and Sam S.

Art Contest
Congrats Haylee! Haylee Eoff was chosen as one 

of the 25 students in the Top 25 Middle School 

Students Art Exhibition! We are proud of you!

Campus Update
Welcome to the HOLE, the Hobbs Outdoor Learning Environment!!  This weekend, our 

Anchored 4 Life club completed their annual service project.  They took a once barren 

outdoor spot at Hobbs, and they beautified it!

And what was most beautiful, was the teamwork and service that these students 

demonstrated.  They, along with teachers, parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, our 

Hobbspitality Committee, and some of our military mentors from Whiting Field, knocked 

this project out in no time! This project is an example of what we can accomplish 

together, us, and you!  We look forward to continued partnerships with our community, 

as we seek to teach students about service, while also improving the look and feel of 

our school!!

A huge thank you to the following 

community organizations who helped or 

donated items.  We could NOT have done 

this without you!

Lowes

Jeff Kennedy

Wilson Lumber

General Rental

AP Construction

Milton Carpet Center
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Book Gems

Book of the Week

This weeks' book of the week is, Eric Nguyen's 

Things we Lost to the Water,

Things We Lost to the Water tells the story of a 

Vietnamese family, now in America and missing 

one of its members. While Huong and her sons try 

to make a home of New Orleans, her husband 

Cong remains in Vietnam. Eric Nguyen is 

very good at dropping in details that will 

break your heart. This novel asks hard 

questions about what exactly ties us to the 

people we love and the people we were.

By Sam D. and Maddie W.

Library Books
Please begin returning your library books. The end of 

the year is rapidly approaching! Make sure to get 

those books turned in ASAP.
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Teacher Tea
By Tristan C.

Goodbye Mrs. Baker!
Unfortunately, one of our teachers is leaving. Some 

of you may already know that Mrs. Baker is moving 

to Washington. “I will miss my students very much.” 

is what she told teacher tea. We will miss you too 

Mrs. Baker, and hope you have lots of fun in your 

new home
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By Kendall M, Isaiah M, and Tristan R.

MLB Power Rankings
1. New York Mets 6. San Francisco Giants 

2. Toronto Blue Jays 7. San Diego Padres

3. New York Yankees 8. Milwaukee Brewers 

4. Los Angeles Dodgers 9. Minnesota Twins

5. Los Angeles Angels 10. St. Louis Cardinals

Milton Baseball falls to Gulf Breeze 

in District Semifinals, BUT...
On Tuesday, Milton fell to Gulf Breeze 0-2 in the District 1-5A Semifinals. While 

Milton played their rear-end off, they ultimately fell & lost on the field. 

HOWEVER, The District 1-5A Final is no longer set to be played, after the 

Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) caught wind of a broken 

rule. By FHSAA regulations, 15-and 16-year old pitchers are allowed a 

maximum of 95 pitches per game. The winning Dolphins let sophomore 

pitcher Jacob Thorn toss 112 pitches. 

This eliminated Gulf Breeze, and ultimately gave the district crown to Pine 

Forest (The final was deemed a 'no contest'). Milton was not allowed to 

advance to replace Gulf Breeze, because the Panthers lost on the playing field. 

However, Gulf Breeze is still be eligible for the state playoff tournament.


